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ture, and then they developed a highly characteristic civiliza-
tion whose magnificent monuments are to be seen at Mykenae,
Tiryns and Crete. When they had apparently attained the
climax of their achievement, the Greek races broke through
the Balkan passes and put an end to their development. Then
the Greeks started on the path of civilization, and out of the
alchemy of the mixing of races grew Athens and Sparta and
the city states of Greece. It took several hundred years to
accomplish the process of assimilation and then a new culture
arose which, in the instance of Athens, mounted the crest of
the wave in the Periclean age. Then followed the stasis of
Hellenism, of that culture which was as different from the
Mykenian as from any other that the world has ever known.
Although Hellenism spread beyond the bounds of Hellas and
became a world culture, the civilization of Greece became
moribund. Later in the same land, another civilization,
the Byzantine, passed through its cycles of growth and decay ;
and the future may yet see in the same theatre the enactment
of the drama of the rise and fall of the new Greek race. The
/Egean, Hellenic, Hellenistic, Byzantine and modern Greek
civilizations succeeded one another and yet each differs
fundamentally from the others.
Greece is the epitome of world history. For humanity is
like a sea in which billows arise under the urge of wind and
moon and cosmic forces, and they gather volume and speed,
and they travel. For a while on their crest appears the play
of light and spray and of wondrous scenes, and then they
gradually begin to fall and become slow, until they
settle down and disappear in the deep calm of the sea from
which they rose. And so the process of human life goes on.
What part has India taken in this world process, and
how has its civilization been shaped under the age-long
effort of humanity to explore the most varied avenues and to
sound the most profound depths of human experience > How
has the Indian mind sought to grasp reality and what insight
and vision have helped to illumine its art and culture ?